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Infidels say that the prophets were impostors,
and chance rules the world. Well, " suppose that
there had been only ten men in ancient times who
pretended to be prophets, each of whom exhibited
vrAy five independent criteria as to place, govern-
ment, concomitant events, doctrine taught, charac-
ter, sufferings, death, the meeting of all which in
one person should prove the reality of their call-
ing as prophets, and of his mission in the charac-
ter they have assigned him; suppose, moreover,
that all events were left to chance merely, and we
were to compute, from the principle employed by
mathematicians in the investigation of such sub-
jects, the probability of these fifty independent cir-
cumstances happening at alL Assume that there
is, according to the technical phrase, an equal chance
for the happening or the failure of any one of the
specified particulars; then the probability against
the occurrence of all the particulars in any way,
is that of the fiftieth power of two to unity ; that
is, the probability is greater than 1,125,000,000,-
000,000 to I; or greater than eleven hundred and
twenty-five millions of millions to one^ that all these
circumstances do not turn up, even at distant periods.
This computation, however, is independent of the
consideration of time. Let it then be recollected
that if any one of the specified circumstances hap-
pen, it may be the day after the delivery of the
prophecy, or at any period from that time to
the end of the world, this will so indefinitely aug-
ment the probability against the contemporaneous
occurrence of merely these fifty circumstances,
that it surpasses the power of numbers to express